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You can also follow us on Twitter @BIGGALtd or Facebook @golfgreenkeepers or visit www.bigga.org.uk

Welcome to 
BIGGA and 
Your Apprentice 
Membership
As an Apprentice Member of Europe’s 
largest greenkeeping association we’re 
delighted to help you take your next 
steps into a very exciting career.

Stay inspired and stay motivated! 
Through BIGGA and the people you 
meet you can be proactive about the 
things you discover on your journey to 
becoming a qualifi ed greenkeeper. Start 
now by emailing Gil in our membership 
department to request your free set of 
Field Guides and members tie.

Look the part 
at your next 
interview
Contact Gil for your 
FREE members tie

gil@bigga.co.uk

BIGGA Website 
Visit www.bigga.org.uk for the latest 
information, log into the members area for lots 
of opportunities and access to resources.

Field guides
Your membership entitles you 
to a copy of our Field Guides, a 
handy reference tool for identifying 
weeds, pests, diseases and more. It’s 
a brilliant tool to support you in your 
learning too.

Greenkeeper 
International
Your monthly copy of GI has 
regular features including articles 
about the Young Greenkeepers 
Committee (YGC) and 
Apprentice Corner.

The YGC communicate and engage 
with those members who are just 
starting out in their career 
as a greenkeeper and 
aim to represent the 
youth of the sports turf 
management 
industry. 

Follow them 
on twitter
@BIGGA_YGC

Field Guides and members tie.

Look the part 
at your next 

Take a look at what you get

starting out in their career 
as a greenkeeper and 

youth of the sports turf 
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Martin Slumbers
The BIGGA Delegation with Bernhard Company

Tree Management | Chemical Update | Turfgrass Nutrition

Talks greenkeeping and the future of golf
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Slumbers
SlumbersTo progress in the world of work today you need 

maths and English. No one job today can be 

considered a job for life as changes in technology 

constantly alter the way work is done. 

Also, just to progress in a career we 

have to stay ahead of the competition in 

terms of technical skills and knowledge. 

Employers are increasingly looking at how 

potential new employees have been active 

in maintaining skills and knowledge and 

are looking for evidence of continuing 

professional development (CPD) as well as 

ability in English and maths.

The aim of this area in the magazine is 

to enhance the knowledge and abilities 

of apprentices and new entrants to the 

industry. This month I would like to look at 

one area that many people tend to be weak 

in i.e. the use of metric in maths. When 

dealing with tasks such as calibration or 

construction, a good understanding of this 

subject is vital for greenkeepers. O en, 

calculations are incorrectly applied due to a 

lack of knowledge of the metric system. 

Below are some of the most commonly used metric measurements

Abbreviations

km = kilometre, m = metre, cm = centimetre 

and mm = millimetre

kg = kilogram, a measure of weight (or strictly 

speaking mass), g = gram, L = litre, 

ml = millilitre and cc = cubic centimetre

Basic errors o	 en made by students are:

•  Adding units together without converting 

them to the same value, for example 

adding 156cm to 1m rather than correctly 

adding 156cm to 100cm or 1.56m to 1m.

•  Not understanding place value e.g. a 

calculation is put into a calculator during 

the calibration of a sprayer and gives the 

answer of 0.56789. How many millilitres 

is this? This is easy if you consider that 

are 1000ml in a litre and so you need 

only look at the fi rst 4 fi gures i.e. 0.567 

or 567ml (or 568 rounded to the nearest 

ml, the 89 a er the 7 is 0.89 of a ml so we 

could round up to 1 ml)

To understand place value we need to look 

at a measurements and the number of digits 

in the measurement.

For example if we take a measurement, such as 

0.234m and apply place value (the 0 before 

the decimal place shows us the measure is 

less than 1 full metre) in the table below.

Slow release micro 

granular fertilizer for 

turf health during 

autumn/winter.

® Registered Trade Mark of ICL Limited

www.icl-sf.co.uk  |  www.icl-sf.ie

Tel: 01473 237116  Email: prof.sales@icl-group.com

Contact your local distributor or ICL Technical  

Area Sales Manager for more information.

       Slow release nitrogen to sustain plant health.

      Hardens turf in autumn and winter.

       Can be applied at low rates with even distribution.

      Quick dispersal of granules.

K-Step

Spring Start

16-0-16 +Fe +Mn

(16-0-13.3 +Fe +Mn)

Momentum

22-5-11 +2MgO +TE

(22-2.2-9.1 +1.2Mg +TE)

All Season

18-6-18 +2MgO +TE

(18-2.6-14.9 +1.2Mg +TE)

NK
19-0-19 +2MgO +TE

(19-0-15.8 1.2Mg +TE)

Anti-Stress

15-0-26 +Fe

(15-0-21.5 +Fe)

K-Step

6-0-27 +2Mgo +TE

(6-0-22.4 +1.2Mg +TE)

pre-Seeder

18-22-5

(18-9.6-4.1)
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Apprentice

Corner
Andy Wight | Oaklands College

Apprentice
Are you a college 

tutor, industry expert 
or greenkeeper who 

would like to contribute to 
Apprentice Corner? 

Get in touch by emailing 
karl@bigga.co.uk

Length
Weight

Volume
Area

1km = 1000m
1 metric tonne = 

1000kg

1L = 1000ml
10000m2 = 

1 hectare

1m = 100cm
1000g = 1kg

1L = 1000cc

1cm = 10mm
1g = 1000mg

Unit 10000 1000 100 10 1 <unit

Metre
0 2 3 4

We see the answer in 

centimetres is 23.4cm (23cm and 

4mm.) Note the decimal place 

is used between the 3 and the 

4 to show the 4 is less than one 

centimetre i.e. it is 4mm.

When you understand this, you 

can work much more e�  ciently 

in operations such as calibration. 

Indeed, you can check calculations 

for errors:

Example 

A pesticide is going to be applied 

at 9L per hectare. This is 9000ml 

over 10000m2 (metres squared). 

This would mean there are 0.9ml 

of pesticide per m2. So, if you have 

calibrated to spray 3000m2 you 

will require 2.7L or 2700ml of 

pesticide. 

Questions

Now try testing yourself to see if 

you are a metric expert

•  What is 550m3 expressed as 

a hectare?

•  How many kilograms would you 

need to treat 500m2 at 35 gram 

per m3?

•  Add 0.555 kilograms to 2555 

grams and give answer in kg.

Answers

550m3 is 0.055 hectares

Amount of kg needed to treat 

500m2 at 35g per m2 is 17.5kg. 

(500 x 35 = 17500 divided by 

1000) = 17.5kg

0.555 kg + 2555g is 555 + 2555 = 

3110 divided by 1000 = 3.11kg.

Unit 10000 1000 100 10 1

Hectare 1
0

0 0 0

Metre

1 0 0

Litre
1

0 0 0
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information, log into the members area for lots 

Basic errors o	 en made by students are:

•  Adding units together without converting 

them to the same value, for example 

adding 156cm to 1m rather than correctly 

adding 156cm to 100cm or 1.56m to 1m.

•  Not understanding place value e.g. a 

calculation is put into a calculator during 

the calibration of a sprayer and gives the 

answer of 0.56789. How many millilitres 

is this? This is easy if you consider that 

are 1000ml in a litre and so you need 

only look at the fi rst 4 fi gures i.e. 0.567 

For example if we take a measurement, such as 

0.234m and apply place value (the 0 before 

the decimal place shows us the measure is 

less than 1 full metre) in the table below.

Unit 10000 1000 100 10 1 <unit

Metre
0 2 3 4

Amount of kg needed to treat 

500m2 at 35g per m2 is 17.5kg. 

(500 x 35 = 17500 divided by 

1000) = 17.5kg

0.555 kg + 2555g is 555 + 2555 = 

3110 divided by 1000 = 3.11kg.

Hectare

Metre

1

Litre
1

0 0 0
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Ask Gil for your copy today
gil@bigga.co.uk or 01347 833800


